St John the Evangelist RC Church, Portobello

Parish Council Meeting Minutes


	Meeting Details

	Meeting:
	Monthly Parish Council Meeting

	Date & Time:
	Wednesday 11th March 2009, 7.30 pm
	Location:
	St John the Evangelist RC Church, Church presbytery, 3 Sandford Gardens, Portobello, Edinburgh

	Chair:
	Gerry Power (GP)
	Minutes:
	Keith Young (KY)

	Attendees:
	Canon James Rae (CR), Jim Roarty (JR), Mike Knox (MK), Simon Collins (SC), , Tracy Burgess (TB), Paul Bevan (PB), James Sangster (JS), Anne Marie Aitken (AMA), Vincent Knowles (VK), Colette Dempsey (CD)

	Apologies:
	Alice Codling (AC), Geraldine Mackie (GM)


	Ref.
	Item
	Action

	1.0
	Meeting opening (Welcome, apologies, reading, reflection and prayer)
	

	1.1
	GP opened the meeting.

	

	1.2
	CR offered a prayer for Alf O’Brien acknowledging the service Alf has given to the parish.


	

	1.3
	TB read a Lenten reflection.


	

	2.0
	Minutes of the last meeting
	

	2.1
	Minutes from last meeting were approved.


	

	3.0
	Matters arising
	

	3.1
	Alpha Course:

GP advised he has contacted Dr Stefan Boron who runs an Alpha course in the catholic context based at St Marks, Oxgangs. Dr Boron is happy to come and talk to us as a PC.
GP to invite Dr Boran to the next PC meeting for a half hour update on the course that he runs.

PB mentioned the Landings programme used in Fife is another possible option. PB agreed to find out more about this program.


	GP

PB


	3.2
	Child Protection:

JR to contact Peter Gillam to obtain a list of forms and which group(s) they are for as discussed at the last Parish Council meeting. JR will then provide Parish Council Group Links with a copy of the relevant diocesan form and letter re roles and responsibilities.

	JR

	4.0
	Faith Formation
	

	4.1
	MK advised that the Monday night evenings have started with around 50 – 60 people attending each session. The first session was about the journey of faith, the second looked at God and ideas of God, the third will look at where the church is going if we are going to be a faithful community and the fourth evening will link into the children making their sacrament of reconciliation. Finally, the fifth session will look at healing, but not the sacrament for the sick, and things that limit us in our own self and prayer.
MK suggested that as a PC there are areas we should look at and address in post Easter.

GP highlighted that people changing where they usually sit and introducing themselves to others has been working well.
GP questioned how do we keep the momentum going, but MK suggested that the current initiatives are not something that should be done every week for various medical and social reasons. MK did agree that we should however occasionally do something like this in the parish.

SC suggested that the members of the PC should go more out of their way to say good morning to people. GP supported this.

MK highlighted that this is not everyone’s strength and that people who are naturally gifted at approaching people should be identified in the parish and asked to take on this role. MK suggested 3 or 4 people to keep an eye out for new people. 

	

	5.0
	Relationship with Pastoral Grouping
	

	5.1
	JR, referencing the Cardinal’s Pastoral letter for Lent 2009, commented that our Pastoral Grouping has already started doing what the Cardinal is promoting in relation to building closer relations with our cluster parishes. 
JR also advised that a Youth Worker is to be assigned across the diocese as a whole, not at pastoral grouping level.
	

	6.0
	Pastoral Group Social Event
	

	6.1
	JS advised that a quiz night is to take place at St Mary’s Cathedral Hall on Friday 24th April at 7pm between the churches that make up the pastoral grouping (St John’s, St Theresa’s and St. Margaret Mary’s).
There can be 4 people in each team with a minimum number of 2 teams per church. Members for the St John’s will be invited to come forward through an announcement in the newsletter. JS to progress.
JS also advised that there is the possibility, subject to agreement from all parishes, of having an inter parish family day at Nunraw or Yellowcraigs. JR to check with Paul Goodwin on any potential impact with the St John’s parish picnic.

	JS

JR

	7.0
	AOCB
	

	7.1
	Lenten Penitential Service:
CR advised that this will take place on Monday 23rd March initially for those children making their first sacrament of reconciliation. Then after Mike’s Lenten Reflection Programme those attending will be invited through from the church hall to the church with the opportunity for confession.


	

	7.2
	SCIAF Talk:

JR advised that the J&P Group are hoping to arrange Stations of the Cross followed by a talk from SCIAF during the week prior to Holy Week.
Friday 3rd March has been set aside for this subject to being able to get a speaker from SCIAF. JR to progress.

	JR

	7.3
	Legho Relationship:
MK advised that Father Paul will hopefully be coming to St John’s in June to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Legho relationship. In addition, there will be 6 children coming from Legho to St John’s in September.
There will be an open celebratory mass on Thursday 23rd September for all in the cluster, with a further celebratory mass on Sunday 24th September focusing on the relationship with St John’s.

	

	7.4
	Parish Financial Position: 

CR advised that the 2008 parish statement is going out. Income was £83k, expenditure £76k.
CR highlighted that the income is the same as it was 13 years ago, but acknowledged that numbers attending the parish church have declined in that time.


	

	8.0
	Next Parish Council Meeting
	

	8.1
	Date & Time: Wednesday 29th April 2009 at 7.30pm
Location: Church presbytery, 3 Sandford Gardens, Portobello, Edinburgh

	

	9.0
	Meeting Closing
	

	9.1
	CR closed the meeting with a prayer and blessing.
	


	Matters Arising From Previous Parish Council Meetings Currently Being Progressed

	Ref.
	Date raised
	Description
	Owner
	Progress
	Status

	1.
	12/11/08
	VK suggested that the current parish notice board outside the church on the right side of the entrance could be freshened up and a new board added to the left side of the church entrance. This position gained the support of the Parish Council. VK to progress with looking into this further through the Fabric Committee.
	VK
	Responsibility passed to Fabric Committee.
11.03.09 – VK provided a suggested wording for the notice board. 
	Open

	2.
	12/11/08
	It was suggested that a form should be placed in the ‘Minutes Folder’ at the back of the church should parishioners want an agenda item added to the PC agenda. AMA to progress.
	AMA
	AMA to update at next meeting.
11.03.09 – Carried forward to next meeting.
	Open

	3.
	21/01/09
	When in receipt of necessary information, Parish Council Group Links to liaise with the main contact in their designated parish group(s) to ensure that the main contact for each group obtains a list of all members, specifically their name, address and position title. This should then be delivered, by the main contact in that parish group, to the presbytery at 3 Sandford Gardens and marked for the attention of Anne Gilchrist and Peter Gillam.


	PC Group Links
	
	Open

	4.
	21/01/09
	Once this matching process has taken place, it is also up to Parish Council Group Links to ensure that those parish group workers who require a diocesan check have one done for their designated parish group(s). This will require the completion of a ‘Declaration Form’ and a ‘Personal Details Form’. Both forms go to Gillis and the parish will get a copy of the latter. Where this is the case, forms will be supplied by AG or PG.


	PC Group Links
	
	Open

	5.
	21/01/09
	MK suggested that in addition to asking people for their names, addresses and role, we also take this opportunity to ask people if they have Disclosure Scotland certificate. Parish Council Group Links to progress.

	PC Group Links
	
	Open

	6.
	21/01/09
	It is then for the Parish Council Group Links to ensure that their main contact in their designated group(s) has a copy of their individual form to complete.
	PC Group Links
	
	

	7.
	21/01/09
	The main contact of the parish group then needs to send the completed form to 3 Sandford Gardens marked for the attention of Anne Gilchrist and Peter Gillam. It is up to the Parish Council Group Link to ensure that this process takes place for their area(s).


	PC Group Links
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